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towards the Catholic revival thus started, that in less than a decade
the kingdom was studded with more convents, monasteries, Jesuit
colleges, catholic schools and foundations than had existed in the
palmy days of the houses of Austria and Bourbon in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. A wave of clericalism and ultra catholic
influence swept over the land, affecting the middle classes, the
universities and learned societies, and making itself perceptible also
among the governing classes and both dynastic parties, liberals and
conservatives.

The right to be educated! (Salmeron cried in the Cortes).
That was what constituted the sacred and. inviolable liberty of
conscience! For that reason, in modern times, the whole spirit
of renovation and progress was opposed to giving instruction as
a dogmatic imposition. That kind of instruction was a pro-
fanation of the conscience of the young, a violation of the
pupil's most sacred rights; that his intelligence should not be
educated except according to those laws and conditions which
were determined by freedom of thought. Every situation,
whatever it might be, in which the conscience was fettered, and
the spirit atrophied by the relentless imposition of dogma, the
will twisted by the hypocrisy to which proceedings more or
less inquisitorial degraded noble minds, that situation would be
radically, absolutely and definitely incompatible with the
demands of modern education.1

He considered it an outrage, a violation of the child's con-
science, to give him a sectarian education with the imposition of
religious beliefs. The problem seemed at the moment to have
been forgotten, but it would arise again;3 and they might be
sure that it would arise in such conditions that in the name of
liberty people would be found to defend the privileges of the
religious orders, in the name of liberty they would ask for
teaching to be placed once more in their hands, to the exclusion
of science and all kinds of modern knowledge.3

Further, there was a moral interest in emancipating education
from the religious orders, and that was because the religious

1 H&mewje, 330.                                    3 As it arose in 1933.

3 Pensatnientos yfragtnentos, 38-9,